
WYP Research/Synthesis Project: Precis Guide and Rubric 
 

 90-100 80-89 70-79 

Organization Writing is clear and 
concise.  
Ideas are cohesive and 
there are clear transitions 
from one idea to another. 
Few to no grammar or 
spelling errors. 
The language is academic 
and sophisticated.  
A variety of sentence 
structures are used. 

Writing is clear but may 
need some editing. 
Ideas are cohesive but may 
lack clear transitions. 
Multiple grammar/spelling 
errors. 
The language is on-level. 
Sentences seem to be of 
the same length: could use 
more variety of structure. 

Writing is unclear/rambles/ 
goes off topic, etc. 
Ideas seem scrambled/ or 
have no transitions. 
Rife with grammar/spelling 
errors. 
Language used is below 
level. 
Sentence structure has no 
variety or sophistication. 

Content There are strong examples 
and details used to 
illustrate the points. 
All of the required 
information is in the paper. 
There is a variety of 
interesting and reputable 
sources. 
The information is 
accurate. 

There are good examples 
and details used to 
illustrate the points. 
Most of the required 
information is in the paper. 
Less variety of sources; 
some may be less 
reputable. 
The information is 
accurate. 

Some examples and details 
used to illustrate the 
points. 
Missing chunks of required 
info. 
Few sources with little 
variety. Sources may be 
disreputable. 
Information less than 
accurate. 

Style There is a hook in the 
introduction which 
intrigues the reader. 
There is a strong, 
convincing conclusion. 
There is evidence of 
synthesis of ideas. 
There is evidence of 
innovative thinking and a 
questioning of 
assumptions. 
There is acknowledgement 
of varying opinions on the 
subject. 

Introduction is interesting 
enough. 
The conclusion is fairly 
strong. 
Some evidence of synthesis 
of ideas. 
Critical thinking and 
innovation are beginning to 
appear, but not thoroughly 
developed. 
Acknowledgement of 
varying opinions is hinted 
at. 

Introduction does not 
invite readers to explore 
the topic. 
Conclusion weak. 
Little evidence of synthesis 
of ideas. 
Critical thinking and 
innovation are not evident. 
Little to no 
acknowledgement of 
varying opinions on 
subject. 

Elements of Research A variety of sources were 
used [not just websites]. All 
citations are correct and 
properly inserted. Works 
Cited is in correct format. 

Less variety of sources or 
some credibility issues. 
Most citations correct. 
Works cited has issues. 

Few sources/Little variety 
used. Citations are not 
done correctly. Works cited 
has issues. 
*if works cited is missing or 
there are no citations, you 
will receive a 0 for this 
segment.* 

 


