
“What’s your Problem?” Research Project 

Précis 
Your précis (pronounced pray see) is a concise paper which gives the reader a picture of the points of what would 

be a full‐length research paper. However, each point is not as fully explored or fleshed‐out as it would be in a full 

paper. It is not necessary to write a full research paper, because you will be expanding upon the points of your 

précis during your multimedia presentation. This is a formal academic piece of writing. There is no length 

specification or requirement; I expect that your finished paper will be 2 or 3 pages in length. You must use in‐text 

citations and attach a works cited page. You must write about the following points in your précis: 

 Statement of the issue 

What is the issue? 

Who/what does it affect directly? Is it regional, global? 

How has this issue changed over time? 

 Relevance 

Why is it important to you? 

Why should anyone who is not directly affected care about this issue? 

How does it indirectly affect people? 

 Causes 

How did this circumstance come about? 

Are there differing opinions about the cause(s) of this issue? 

Is this issue connected to other issues, or is it an isolated circumstance? 

 Conclusion 

What can be done by individuals, communities, officials about this issue? 

Is there controversy regarding what can be done? 

What resources are necessary for something to be done? 

Is there a way to circumvent the necessity for those resources? 

If this is a global issue, can something be done locally? If it is a local issue, are there global factors? 

 Implications 

If something is done about this issue, what is affected? 

Does the resolution or improvement of this issue exacerbate or cause other issues? 

Obviously since I gave you all a wide open subject area, you may need to tweak these slightly, but I encourage you to flex 

your mind and figure out how to work within these parameters. 


