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Brief Summary of Unit: Students will develop a project around a social issue that is important to them. In groups, 

students will research their topic and write a précis with a works cited page. Groups will then develop a method of 

presenting their knowledge. The presentation will include points from the précis, multimedia elements and incorporate 

some form of literary work. In addition, students will engage in primary source research or a community action 

component. As individuals, students will write a personal reflection and connection paper. Throughout this process, 

students will address the essential questions: “Why should we explore and grapple with social issues?” and “How can I 

be a force for positive and substantive change?” 

 

What should we understand through this project? 

-Social issues are often complex and require a nuanced view of causes and responses 

-A single person can affect change 

-We live in a global community and often issues are interrelated 

-Many different types of media and literature can give us insight into society’s contemporary problems and challenges 

 

Standards to address: 

ELAGSE11-12W7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 

on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

ELAGSE11-12W8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 

searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 

one source and following a standard format for citation. 

ELAGSE11-12W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

ELAGSE11-12W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience.  

ELAGSE11-12W5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

ELAGSE11-12W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

ELAGSE11-12W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

ELAGSE11-12SL1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions(one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively. 



ELAGSE11-12SL2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 

each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

ELAGSE11-12SL4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 

perspective,such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 

the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 

informal tasks. 

ELAGSE11-12SL5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

 

Assessment Evidence 

-Group multi-genre/multi-media product [Reading,Listening,Speaking] 

-Group Précis and Works Cited page [writing] 

-Individual personal connection/reflection paper [writing] 

 

“So, enough of the academic talk, Reg. What’s this project?” 

 

Glad you asked. 

 

Student Info Begins Here  
 

This project will provide an opportunity for you to perform an in-depth exploration of a topic of importance to you. 

IDEALLY, you connect this to the book you are reading for your social issues parallel. You may choose to work in the 

same teams, or if you prefer, you can go solo, however you will be required to perform the same amount of work as a 

group. 

TEAM: 

1. The team will research and write a précis along with a works cited page. A précis [pronounced pray see] is a 

concise paper which gives the reader a picture of the points of what *would* be a full-length research 

paper. 

2. In addition, you must engage [as a group or as each individual member] in primary source research and/or 

an action component for your project. For instance, if your topic was homelessness in Atlanta, you might 

work in a soup kitchen, or raise money or donate items to a shelter, or interview someone who has been 

homeless. 

3. Your team will develop a multi-genre/multi-media product to address the components of the precis as well 

as the primary source/action component. 

INDIVIDUAL: You will write a personal connection/reflection paper. This is your opportunity to write an informal paper 

regarding your personal  connection to this topic and a reflection of the experience of being involved in the project. 

 


