
Social Issues Book Unit · Choice Book and Book Circles 

Suggested Titles*: Please see my Amazon list for highly suggested books. You may, of 

course, pick a book not listed that has to do with any social issue or current event. 

For our last parallel study, you will be choosing a book above and grouping up according to which 

book you choose. There will be two components to our study: several lit circle gatherings in class and 

a “presentation” of your knowledge. More on why that is in quote marks in just a minute. 

Lit Circle Component:  

 Step 1: As a group, decide how you want to break up the reading. The meeting days are: 10/8, 

  10/15, 10/22, 10/29 [last one, so you should be done by this meeting]. 

Step 2: Read your selected pages/chapters by each meeting. Annotate or make some notes in      

whatever fashion you wish. ENGAGE with the text and be prepared to engage during 

your lit circle meeting. I encourage you to look up information outside of your text, such 

as videos, articles, etc that you can reference to assist with understanding. Take note of 

good resources as you will perhaps need them for the second part of this undertaking. 

Step 3: During each lit circle meeting, you will be holding a free-flowing discussion of that 

section. Elect a rotating discussion leader to keep things moving/productive/civilized. 

One person should attempt to record, on paper or electronically to be transcribed later, 

the major points of discussion [the meeting minutes as it were]. These will be turned in 

after each meeting. I will return meeting minutes for use in the second part. 

Step 4: GROUP written component: Strongly suggest you use Google Docs on this so all 

group members can get in and edit. Compile your discussion notes into a complete 

debriefing of the ideas that were bounced around in discussion. Due 11/2. Rubric to 

come. 

“Presentation” Component: This information will be forthcoming… I would like to tweak our final 

product ideas to represent more preferences and abilities and I will get this to you ASAP. 

All dates are on the calendar page of my blog. Happy idea sharing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What book do I choose? 
 

Step 1: There are three ways to do this. 

- AS A TABLE, decide on a social issue that is important to you all and pick one nonfiction book that reflects it. 

- AS A TABLE, decide on a social issue that is important to you all and each person reads a different book and 

compares ideas when you meet. 

- FIND A GROUP/PERSON who wants to do the same issue/book as you. 

o To achieve this, we will use the white board next to my desk as a Classifieds Section. Write your own 

“personals ad” seeking people interested in a topic or specific book. See the example on my blog. 

Step 2: If you haven’t already picked a book, please look through my Amazon list: http://a.co/1tBy0BH 

These are nonfiction books that I have some familiarity with. I do not care where you land on the spectrum of 

philosophies. Choose a topic important to you or that you want to learn more about. 

Step 2.5: Another great way to choose a book is to ask! People you can ask: librarian, an adult who reads a lot, your 

religious leader, another teacher, the internet! 

Step 3: Order/purchase at store/check out from library. You will need your book IN HAND by October 1. 

 

 

The books above are from my list but only a suggestion! 

http://a.co/1tBy0BH

