
 College Application (Personal Narrative) Essays 
 

 
Select one of the topics listed below and write an essay of at least 600 words that 
specifically answers the topic posed.  Be sure to focus on creating a voice.  Use 
MLA format for your final product. 
 
Significant Event: 
 
Describe a significant interest or experience that has special meaning for you. 
 
Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, or risk that you have taken and its 
impact on you. 
 
Significant Individuals/Influences: 
 
Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence. 
 
Tell about a person who has influenced your life in some way. 
 
Write about someone who has influenced your life or a time that you have experienced great change. 
 
Describe a roommate in your first year of college who would greatly influence your college experience and your life. 
 
In the space provided below, or on a separate sheet if necessary, please describe which activity (extracurricular and 
personal activities or work experience) has had the most meaning for you, and why. 
 
Who is the most important person in the 19th or 20th century and why? 
 
If you could spend a half hour talking with a significant figure, living or dead, from the world of politics, science, or the 
arts, who would that person be, and what would you talk about? 
 
Dreams, Goals, and Passions in Life: 
 
Describe your dream job. 
 
"A picture is worth a thousand words" as the adage goes. (You're limited to the space provided, however.) Attach a 
photograph (either online or hard copy with the paper application) no larger than 5 x 7 inches that represents 
something important to you, and explain its significance. 
 
Describe an intellectual or creative activity for which you feel special passion and commitment, and explain how that 
activity has affected you. 
 
Why is the completion of a postsecondary program important to you, and what do you hope to achieve once you get a 
degree? 
 
Moral/Ethical Dilemmas: 
 
Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact 
on you. 
 
Members of the Caltech community live, learn, and work within an Honor System with one simple guideline, 'No 
member shall take unfair advantage of any other member of the Caltech community.' While seemingly simple, 
questions of ethics, honesty, and integrity are sometimes challenging. Share an ethical dilemma that challenged you. 
What did you do? 
 
Describe a time you dealt with a moral problem that you treated differently the second time you faced it. 
 
 
 



Humor and Curiosity: 
 
Caltech students have long been known for their quirky sense of humor and creative pranks and for finding unusual 
ways to have fun. What is something that you find fun or humorous? 
 
What are you really curious about? How has this curiosity affected your life? What happens to you when you 
experience this curiosity? 
 
Cooperation and Leadership: 
 
Describe a time when you had to work cooperatively with others to accomplish a common goal. What did you find 
useful about the experience? What did you find challenging about it? 
 
Describe a project or issue in which you have successfully engaged others and led them to accomplish a shared goal. 
Why were you passionate about the project or issue? What did you do to mobilize and motivate others? 
 
Please discuss in detail a situation or an event that demonstrates your effectiveness as a leader, and how that 
situation or event has shaped your conception of leadership. Be as specific as possible. 
 
Please discuss in detail a situation or an event that demonstrates your effectiveness as a leader, and how that 
situation or event has shaped your conception of leadership. 
 
Personal Characteristics: 
 
Describe your personal characteristics, accomplishments, primary interests, plans, and goals. What sets you apart? 
 
Community Involvement: 
 
Briefly describe an activity in which you have participated that demonstrates your commitment to your community. 
 
How have you made an impact on your local community? 
 
Personal Challenges and Personal Concerns 
 
What challenge have you faced in high school, and how have you met that challenge? 
 
Describe an obstacle that you have overcome. 
 
Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you. 
 
Many students decide to apply to Emory University based on our size, location, reputation, and yes, the weather. 
Besides these valid reasons as a possible college choice, why is Emory University a particularly good match for you? 
 
 


