
Screenplay Title:      Author(s): 

Criteria Target (90-100) Satisfactory  (80-90) Unsatisfactory (60-80) Well Below (59 or below) 

Good 

Dialogue 
Screenplay includes a large 

amount of dialogue. The 

dialogue between characters 

seems like genuine talk that 

would occur between people. 

It is engaging and is consistent 

with the character’s 

personality. 

Screenplay has a sufficient 

amount of dialogue roughly 

40% minimum, and is close to 

what it would sound like if 

people were talking to each 

other. It is engaging but at times 

may not be consistent with the 

characters personality. 

Screenplay has a minimal 

use of dialogue and does not 

read as is does not read like 

genuine talking. It does not 

help the story and there is 

considerable inconsistency 

with the character’s traits. 

Screenplay has little to no 

dialogue and it is written 

without considering how 

people talk to each other. It 

is incoherent, does not fit 

with the story and it does 

not consider the character’s 

personality. 

Coherent 

Story 
The story is an engaging tale 

and is creative and thought-

provoking. The story keeps the 

reader in suspense, makes 

sense, and helps to promote 

the core message. 

The story has elements that 

keep the reader interested. The 

story does not trail off in a 

direction that leaves the 

message behind.  

The story loses interest and 

the reader may not find it 

worth their time. The story 

doesn’t entirely make sense 

and there are areas that don’t 

seem to suggest a real 

scenario. The message is 

muddled but can still be 

recognized. 

The story is boring or has 

no real direction to keep 

the audience interested. 

There are many parts that 

don’t make a lot of sense. 

The message is lost and 

there is no reasoning 

behind why things are 

happening. 

Core Message The core message is clear and 

concise. It addresses some sort 

of social or psychological 

truth found in humanity. 

The core message is well 

known but somewhat hard to 

pull out of the writing. It does 

address some truth in our lives. 

The core message is nearly 

lost and may not be a 

message that has any real 

meaning in our life. 

There is no core message 

and the writing has no true 

purpose or reasoning that 

makes valuable. 

Characters 

Developed 
The characters are well 

developed and they are 

believable and genuine in their 

makeup. The writer provides 

many specifics to make aware 

what the characters’ 

personalities looks like.  

The characters are believable 

and are consistent in their 

makeup but lake details. The 

writer does not provide enough 

specifics to create a well 

rounded understanding of the 

character’s personalities.  

The characters do not seem 

real and are superficial or 

artificial. There are few 

details that address who the 

person is and they do not 

make a well rounded or 

believable character. 

Characters are not 

developed and there are no 

details as to what the 

person likes, or who they 

are. There is no real 

identity that speaks to the 

people in the story.  
 

Screenwriting 

Format  
Writer follows proper 

screenwriting format, which 

includes names, stage 

directions, and scene changes 

placed correctly on the 

document. All names of 

characters are capitalized and 

lines are formatted to be left or 

center justified, depending 

upon direction.  

Writer has some errors with 

screenwriting format and the 

errors are inconsistent 

throughout the screenplay (i.e. 

sometimes done correctly, other 

times are errors).  

Writer has several errors 

with screenwriting format 

and the errors are consistent 

throughout the screenplay. 

Writer has numerous 

errors with screenwriting 

format and the errors are 

consistent throughout the 

screenplay. The errors are 

so numerous that they 

make reading the story 

more distracting than not.   

Three Act 

Outline 

Outline is thorough. All plot 

points described in full. A full 

story and world has been 

created. I can see the entire 

story unfold. 

Outline is mostly complete. 

Less effort in creating a world 

for your characters. Easy to 

picture most of the story 

unfolding. 

Outline is executed halfway. 

Little effort in creating a 

world for your characters. 

Hard to picture the story 

from your outline. 

Outline is bare minimum 

of story outline or missing. 

Cannot get a grasp of the 

story/world from it. 

Character 

Descriptions 

Characters are vivid and alive 

on paper through your 

descriptions. I can see these 

characters and they seem real 

to me. I care about them as 

well. 

Characters are described but 

with less detail. Interesting but 

not alive to me. You possibly 

made me care about them. 

Characters described in basic 

fashion. Stock characters 

with no real personality. 

Hard to care about these 

characters. 

Bare minimum or missing. 

I do not care about these 

characters. 

 


