
Re-Constructing Education: Creating A New Kind of School from the Ground Up. 

Goal: To create and present a plan for a new school using ideas presented in the unit as a jumping off point.  

How will we get there? Groups of no more than FOUR students will creatively design a new type of school. 

 

You will produce two products for this unit: The Written Proposal and the Presentation. 

Written Proposal- this is the part you hand in to me. ONE written proposal for the entire group. I suggest a Google Doc 

so you can all edit the document together whether you are physically together or not. It will consist of the following 

sections: 

1. Write a Mission Statement 

2. Design the Environment 

3. Determine the Curriculum 

4. Create a schedule 

5. Sample Class 

6. Works Consulted 

7. Works Cited 

A description and explanation of each of these sections will follow below. 

Multimedia Presentation- your group will present your new vision of school to the class.  

 7-10 minutes 

 Every person presents. At least one section per person. 

 Multimedia: Your choice on what programs to use for presentation but we must have some visual involving 

technology. 

 

1. Mission Statement: At the barest bones, a mission statement should talk about three things 

 What are the opportunities or needs that we exist to address? (the purpose) 

 What are we doing to address those needs? (the business of the organization) 

 What principles or beliefs guide our work? (the values of the organization) 

So, for instance, take a look at the Cobb County School District mission statement. Theirs is more of a [huge] bullet point 

kind, where yours will be a few sentences:  http://www.cobbk12.org/aboutccsd/ 

Whitney High School is a single-purpose high school for grades 7-12, whose primary mission is to prepare academically 

proficient students for entrance to and success at their best-match colleges or universities. The school emphasizes 

academics and appropriate co-curricular experiences that develop socially and academically successful students. Whitney 

High School represents the District's commitment to alternative education for high achieving students who are selected 

from throughout the district.  

You can look at other school mission statements online, plus how-to guides. 

http://www.cobbk12.org/aboutccsd/


Requirement: Mission Statement should be at least a SOLID PARAGRAPH and should answer the three questions above. 

In addition, you should include schools you looked at the help build your  mission statement in a Works Consulted list. 

2. Design the Environment: Literally, what does this school look and feel like? 

Think about what a good learning environment should be. Relax, there is no right or wrong answer to this. 

However, your ideas have to make sound educational sense. Be able to explain why you chose something. So if 

you want natural lighting for all areas of your school, be able to reference studies that show why it’s good. You 

don’t have to get too deep. Just include a link to the information. These sources will be listed in your Works 

Cited page. 

 

 Written description: think of ALL areas of a school—administrative areas, classrooms [are they grouped 

in special ways? How are they set up? Furniture?], active areas, relaxation areas, food areas? There are a 

million different ways to envision this. Write it all down. 

 Visual: You don’t have to be a great artist. You can use whatever tools to give us visuals for this. Be able 

to include the visuals in the actual packet and on the presentation. 

Requirements: Your written amounts will vary, as will the space needed with pictures. I envision AT LEAST 1 ½ pages 

double spaced of text for this section. Pictures can be interspersed . See rubric. 

 

3. Determine the Curriculum: What do the students study? What levels are in your school? What does the 

program look like? Do all students study the same things? Is it individualized? Are their opportunities for 

vocational study? How are the students assessed? 

I don’t expect you to have a professional educator’s level of understanding of curriculum, but you HAVE had at 

least 12 years of experience with this stuff, so don’t doubt your ability to recreate it. Look at the questions 

above as a guide. You know what public school curriculums look like in Georgia, but go look at some private 

school websites. What do they study? What choices do they have? You’ve also gotten an idea of what the 

college course map looks like. Glean some ideas from that. Any schools/resources you use must be listed in 

Works Consulted. 

Requirements: This can be an infographic, a table, chart, whatever, so long as the plan of study is laid out in an 

understandable fashion and explained in full. So you may need to supplement with some text outside the graphic. Or 

you may decide to write it all out. I like a chart or graphic, though. Again, see the rubric if you just need some guide 

here. 

4. Create a Schedule: This is really going to go hand in hand with the curriculum so these sections better be 

working together. Well, let’s face it, you all need to work together for this to work. So what does the schedule 

look like? What is best for teenagers, both biologically, socially, etc? How do you plan on giving students time to 

participate in activities and sports but also maybe have a job or internship/apprenticeship, etc? This is going to 

be some kind of dynamic document with an actual time table of the day, like our school schedules we have on 

the walls, but also will need explanation of the above concerns. Any information you cite should be listed in 

Works Cited. 

 

 

 



5. Create a Sample Class: You can choose any subject you wish, or create a sample of a few to show variety. 

 

Create a cover page that lists all group members and make sure each section has its author’s name on it. 

 

Multimedia Presentation 

The description I gave above pretty much sums it up. Seven to ten minutes. Multimedia, so that means at LEAST a 

freakin’ Powerpoint with good pictures. The presentation is the visual and dynamic way of presenting what is in your 

written proposal. EACH. PERSON. PRESENTS. As much as I like to let you tune into your strengths and tweak stuff in that 

direction, you really do need experience speaking in front of people. And look around at the goofballs around you. 

Nothing to be scared of. You will do presentations in college. Let’s learn to do them correctly. 

 

Dates of Note 

Intro Project: 1/22 

Laptops in 301: 1/23, 1/25, 1/26 

Project tables in learning commons with laptops for working on presentation: 1/29, 1/30 

Present: 1/31, 2/1 


