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Paper Requirements: 
*2 pages MINIMUM 
*Double-spaced 
*One-inch margins 
*12 pt. standard font—Times New Roman 

 

Important Dates: 
Friday, 8/18: in class writing, by hand! 
Tuesday 8/22: time to write after quiz 
Wed 8/23: crafting typed draft 
Thurs 8/24: crafting typed draft 
Fri 8/25: workshopping essays 
Mon 8/28: 2nd draft due 

 

You may not feel like it, but you already have a lifetime of experiences behind you. Some are huge: enduring an 

acrimonious divorce, fleeing a war-torn country, or perhaps you met your hero. Others seem more quotidian: a friend 

seemed to change and drift away, you went on a trip with your family and saw incredible things, you got cut from the 

team. The point is that there is no topic too small to examine for this narrative. 

Write about something in your past. Remember I said that these were a slice of your life. It could be a single day, a 

season, a year… but you need to focus in. START WITH THE SMALL and go to the big idea. And most importantly, PUT US 

IN THE SCENE. Don’t just tell me about it; show me. Use those descriptive words. Use strong verbs so I can see the 

action. 

You may use comedy if that’s your style but don’t use it to avoid taking chances with your writing and yourself. Don’t be 

afraid to open up. Only I and the person you choose as a peer reviewer will see this. Pick someone you trust to do that. It 

does not have to be in this class period. It could be someone outside of school. But you must have a fresh pair of eyes 

look at it. Share with them the tips I have for being a good reviewer. 

There are a few things I will be looking for in the structure of your personal essay, as I look for in all your work: proper 

punctuation and grammar, coherence of thought, etc.  There are some differences in this essay.  You may choose to 

incorporate dialogue, for instance.  Also, I will allow fragments but only if they are used for pacing purposes—and only if 

you do not overuse them. Same goes for a stylistic run on.  Finally, even though you’re not writing specific theses, 

conclusions, or topic sentences, telling a tale is still an art form that requires organization.  You still want to pull your 

reader in right off the bat, you want to make sure your ideas flow smoothly as you move between scenes, themes, etc., 

and you want to end your personal narrative in a way that leaves a reader remembering your work—you want to tie all 

the “narrative threads” together. 

Be brave with your personal narrative.  As long as you follow the above needs of the essay, you are free to write on 

whatever has made you cry, shudder, sigh, come alive, shout for joy, etc. 
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